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Uses of concave reflectors


Forming an image; ray diagram


Used to collect energy (in satellite dishes,


solar ovens, telescopes, radar receivers, ears)  � INCLUDEPICTURE "E:\\Physics for You\\Chapter 24\\:::Word Icons:BMP Icons:Computer Icon.bmp" \* MERGEFORMAT ���


Shaving or make-up mirror





Ray diagrams    � INCLUDEPICTURE "E:\\Physics for You\\Chapter 24\\:::Word Icons:BMP Icons:Computer Icon.bmp" \* MERGEFORMAT ���
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Curved mirrors    � INCLUDEPICTURE "E:\\Physics for You\\Chapter 24\\:::Word Icons:BMP Icons:Computer Icon.bmp" \* MERGEFORMAT ���


Two kinds:  concave and convex


Concave mirror converges light  (Expt 24.1)


Idea of principal focus, focal length


Ray diagram


Convex mirror diverges light  (Expt 24.2)


Ray diagram





Uses of convex mirrors


Car driving mirror, shop security mirror





24   Curved mirrors 





The Students’ Book focuses on the basic facts 


and the many uses of curved mirrors.


If you need detailed ray diagrams for your 


particular examination specification, then 


you can use the worksheets included here.


There are many opportunities for the students to �explore image formation practically, and these will �help them to understand what the ray diagrams �represent.  The careful construction of ray diagrams �with normals and clear lines is an essential element; shoddy pen-drawn lines just won’t do for examiners.





Common Misconceptions :


The idea of a virtual image can be a little strange to 


some, but showing them some real and virtual �images is usually enough to get the idea across.
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